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SUBJECT: AMOCO OPERATION 

1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECRETARY'S INSTRUCTIONS I CALLED 
IN DINITZ SEPT 5 FOR DISCUSSION ON AMOCO OPERATIONS. AFTER 
INFORMING HIM I WAS SPEAKING AT SECRETARY'S REQUEST I FIRST 
DESCRIBED HARASSMENT OF DRILLING RIG, AND SAID WE MUST 
INSIST THAT THIS CEASE. 

2. I THEN WENT OVER THE GENERAL CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING 
THE PRESENCE OF THE RIG AND ITS OPERATIONS, REEERRED TO 
TOON'S CONVERSATION WITH ALLON AND ENDED BY A BRIEF ACCOUNT 
OF OUR VIEWS ON THE HISTORY OF THE CONCESSION AND AMOCO'S 
RIGHT TO DRILL. I MADE A PARTICULAR POINT OP THE PACT THAT 
THE DRILLING CONCESSION WAS GRANTED IN 1964, POINTING OUT 
OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT ISRAELIS ACCEPT THE VALIDITY OF CON- 
CESSIONS GRANTED PRIOR TO 1967. I NOTED THAT AMOCO CONCES- 
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SION REQUIRES THE COMPANY TO DRILL WITHIN A GIVEN DEADLINE 
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WHICH EXPIRES ON SEPTEMBER 21, 1976 IF THE CONCESSION 
RIGHTS ARE TO BE RETAINED. 

3. I ENDED BY REQUESTING DINITZ TO BRING TO THE ATTENTION 

OF HIGH LEVELS OF HIS GOVERNMENT OUR PARTICULAR CONCERN OVER 
THE HARASSMENT WHICH MUST CEASE. I ALSO REQUESTED THAT 

AMOCO BE PERMITTED TO DRILL AT THE PARTICULAR SITE ON THE 
GROUNDS THAT THIS WOULD IN NO WAY DEROGATE FROM ISRAEL'S 
POSITION WHICH HAD BY NOW BEEN CLEARLY ESTABLISHED. 

4. DINITZ FIRST REPLIED WITH RESPECT TO THE QUESTION OF 
HARASSMENT. DINITZ SAID HE HAD NO GUIDANCE ON THE LATEST 
INCIDENT BUT THAT SHOOTING AT THE BUOYS CLEARLY CONSTITUTED 
HARASSMENT WHICH WAS CONTRARY TO A LI .ON'S STATEMENT TO TOON. 
THIS WOULD BE FURTHER INVESTIGATED AND HE WAS SURE THAT 
THERE WAS NO DELIBERATE INTENTION TO CONTINUE THIS KIND OF 
HARASSMENT. DINITZ SAID HE DID HAVE AN INSTRUCTION TO 
ASSURE THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE ISRAELIS DID NOT DELIBERATELY 
MISLEAD US IN THEIR FIRST REPORTS DENYING THE SHOOTING AT 

THE BUOYS BUT HAD BEEN MERELY MISINFORMED BY THE BOATS 
ON THE SPOT. HIS INSTRUCTION ADDED THAT ALLON'S STATEMENT 
TO TOON WAS INTENDED TO BE AND CONTINUED TO BE ISRAELI 
POLICY. HE QUOTED ALLON'S STATEMENT AS BEING: "ISRAEL 
WILL NOT PHYSICALLY HARASS THE DRILLING VESSELS BUT WILL 
NOT PERMIT THEM TO DRILL." I POINTED OUT TO HIM THAT THIS 
WAS NOT PRECISELY AS THE STATEMENT HAD BEEN REPORTED TO US 
BUT DID NOT DISPUTE IT ANY FURTHER. 

5. WITH REGARD TO THE GENERAL PROBLEM OF THE AMOCO RIG 
DRILLING AT THE DISPUTED SITE, DINITZ MENTIONED A NUMBER OF 
THE ARGUMENTS PREVIOUSLY MADE BY ALLON TO TOON, BUT THEN HE 
SAID THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE OF THE REASON FOR THE URGENCY 

IN THIS MATTER; NAMELY, THAT THE CONCESSION RIGHTS DEPENDED 
UPON DRILLING BEFORE SEPTEMBER 21. THIS WAS A NEW FACTOR 
OF WHICH HE WAS NOT SURE HIS GOVERNMENT WAS AWARE. IN 
THE END HE PROMISED TO REPORT URGENTLY OUR REPRESENTATIONS 
TO THE PRIME MINISTER AND BE IN TOUCH WHEN HE HAD A REPLY. 

HE NOTED IT WAS THEIR HOPE THAT THE MATTER WOULD BE KEPT 
OUT OF THE PRESS BUT REFERRED TO AN ARTICLE WHICH HAD 
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APPEARED IN MA'ARIV. I TOLD HIM I WAS AWARE OF THE ARTICLE 
AND FOUND IT MISLEADING IN THE CONNOTATION THAT THE DRILL- 
ING OPERATION WAS AN EGYPTIAN ONE USING AMERICAN EQUIPMENT. 
HE MUST UNDERSTAND THIS WAS AN AMERICAN RIG DRILLING IN AN 
AMERICAN CONCESSION. WE AGREED, OF COURSE, THAT PRESS 
REPORTS ABOUT THIS MATTER WOULD BEST BE AVOIDED. BUT I 
CAUTIONED HIM THAT IF REPORTS APPEARED WHICH WERE INACCURATE 
THEY WOULD HAVE TO BE CORRECTED. 
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6. WE PARTED AMICABLY AND HE SEEMED TO ACCEPT AN EARLIER 
STATEMENT THAT I HAD MADE THAT A MATTER OE THIS CHARACTER 
SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO GROW OUT OE ALL PROPORTION TO ITS 
INHERENT IMPORTANCE GIVEN THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WE ENJOY. 
ROBINSON 
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